
MAY 1 8. 

Mr. L. Levi . Senior Engineer 
B. F. Goodrich Company 
Chemical Division 
P.O. Box 697 
Port Neches, Texas 77651 

Dear Mr. Levi: 

Enclosed you w111 find one copy of the National Enforcement Investigati ons 
Center report performed at the Coamon Landfill in September 1980. Also 
enclosed 1s the preliminary assessment completed by Ecology and Environment 
in January 1981. 

Please contact Jo Johnson-Ballard at (214) 767-3274 for any additional 
site 1nfonnation. 

Sincerely, 

oRSNAL SIGNED B'l 

Gerald Fontenot, Chief 
Hazardous Materials Enforcement Section, 6E-Gll 

Enclosure 

cc: Hazsit F11e~TX02178 
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FROM 

ENVli!Or .:.'.ct •i:-c ''~:,rcric:: 1..r=, CY 
OFFICE OF~ i;;c C:0:::;"1 

' NA l IC. AL E. ='.)?.CE:1'.'.!: . i · '.ES TIGA '! ,_, ,. S C~"lTER 
BUJlD;NG ~:;. tOX :;:,;2~ :: ·.·1:q ; ::,:_:;,;. C:Nl "l 

DEN VE R, CC ()Rf. DO 802 'H ' -·· 

• ~.....:....:.. I, --- ... : , 
I I - t , 

-· C .> . ) n . ) . , / 
•' -C:l . \..'. [f' 1 " ·~ 

(" ~ . -. 
Diiln 'l C. Dutton, Director 
Enforceme nl Divi sion , Reg ion VI 

(!.- ( u .. :; 

DATE , Oc to er 8 , I ;ieJtJ . • ~' · 

I , ' ' .:._:._ l " ' 

~,.,, 

Depu ty Director /~ Qr)._Ji& 
sumCT Sull'ma ry Tr ip Reports for Por t tleches- Port Ar t hur, Texas I nd ustries 

,,v~lfig; /]'o~~ /~ver!f, c:o . 

Enclosed are s um:cary tr ·ip re ports on t wo of the Port Neches -Port Arthur 
i nd ustr i es inspected by ::EiC in September 1930 . These are for t he Jo int 
Was te\·1a ter Trea t r.:ent Pl an t at Port ilec hes and t he Ne ches Butane Produc t s 
Company . Re:i1a i ning reports for the J e_fferson Chemical a nd t he Gulf Oil 
Refinery 1·1il1 follo\'1 shortly. 

If you h3ve nny questions , please contact E. J. Struzes ki, Jr. at 
234- 4656 . 

/,/. /,'/. / : I 
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Encl osures 

William C. Blac kman, Jr . / 
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PRE Li i·: l::i,;n REPORT o:: THE !:lSPECT o:: OF THE JOI :iT \·:i,'.>TE\·!, T:: R TP.t:l\T:·i::ilT 
PL A:lT OPt:Rf,T EO !H UECl! ES BUTf,;:E Pr OJU CTS CO:·iPAfl'{ (J~r.-ITP / ilaPC) 

BACl'.G ROu:m 

The llEIC conducted a survey of t he J \·MTP/ i:oPC in Port r:eches, Texas 

on. Septe:::be r 8-15, 1980 . This facility, \·1hich is ope rated by the Neches 

.l!_u t.Afle__i;,roduc ts Com a ny , r e ce ive s wastewate r from t he . fo 1101·1i ng i ndus tries: 

B.F. Gor.dr i ch Chemical Company , flec he s Bu ta ne Proc ucts Company, Synpo l, 

Inc. ( fo rc.c r l y Texa s - U.S . Chem ical Compa ny ) , and Texacc Chemical 

Company (fo rme rly Jefferson Chem ical Company). The study objective s 

were to: 

1. Determi ne facility compliance v1i t h pollution control permits 

and/o r r egulati ons. 

2. Determine t he adequacy of pollution control operations fo r 

waste1·1ater trea tmen t , air emissions, and solid waste di spos a l. 

3. De te rmi ne potential o f facility to discha r ge/ emit priority/ 

toxic po l l uta nt s in to t he env iron~e nt and the need for a more 

intensive s e cond- phase study . 

Mr. A. Ca t anach a nd othe r Heches Butan empl oyees we e interviewed 

on f acility operati ons . A pl ant in spection 1:a s also cond c t ed. Major 

!".urvey obs e rva tions fol10 1·1 . Addi ti ona l observa t ions and findings 1·1ill 

be provided to Reg ion VI when t echn ica l and s ample andlyses are com

pleted . Thes e will be contained in a fu t ure ~Ei C perf o rma nce a ud it 

report for thi s pl a nt. 



\·!ATER 

The probl ems assoc i ated with ~he wa stewate r han~ling aspects of 
this fac i li ty are covere:d in an :: PD ::S Cc::ipiiance In spect ion Repor t (EPA 

Form 3560). Hi ghl i ghts of this re;:io r.t foll ow . 

* 

The J\~~ITP r ece i'les lea ct.ate fro;i1 a cor..;;10n (rleches Butane 
Products co. , Syn pol, I r:c . , c:nd B. F. Gocdri ch Che"li ca l Co.) 
hazardous waste dis ;Jcs al site (the con:non landfill) . This 
leachate is be lieved to r ep resent a ma jor waste load contri
bution to the J:.::HP . This loadi ng may not have been previously 
r eported to the appropriate State a n~ Federal NPDES perraitting 
authoriti es. 

The flow meas uring weir at NPDES outfall 002 ("uncontami
nated" 1·1aste'.'1ate r di scharge from B.F. Goodrich Chemical Co . 

and Synpol, Inc.) is subject to tida l inundation resulting in 
inaccurate flow measurement . 

The flow proporti onal sampler at ~PDES outfall 030 (final 
effluent outfa) l) ·1a s ma lfunct ioni ng . Until it is repaired 
it 1~i 11 cor:;pos ite ti me , r a ~ 1a r than fl 01·1 proportioned sarr:i 1 es. 

He avy precipitation on Septembe r 5 and 6 caused bypassing of 
the trcat~en t faci lity. 

There are seve ral smal l un pe rmi tted discharges to the Ma in A 
Canal (Drai na ge Di s rict #7) wh i ch drain areas in and around 
the l and far::i an~ the i nactive landfi l site . * The landfa rm is 
di scussed l ater in this report . 

This l andfill si e wil l be discussed in the report for the Neches 
Butane Prod CL S Co . 



There are no point sources of air em i ss i ons assoc i at ed with th i s 
facili ty . The Company has no t ye t. dt ve loped estir:;ates on emi ss i ons from 

fugitive sou rces. 

SOLID ~·IASTE 

Primary sl udse is l andfarrned i n on-site pl ots . The draina ge system 
outside of thes e di ked plo ts has t he potential of being contam inated by 
this disposa l ac t i vity. Howeve r , a Texas De part~ent of Water Resources 
(TDWR) ins pect i on. i n Janua ry 1980 i ndicated t ha t the re is little probl em 
with this site . 

Secondary sludge , v1hen 1·1as t ed , is currently vacuum filtered and 
s hipped to an off-site di sposal area . 

Ski m: ed mate ri al, mostly f rom the pri rn.ary clarifiers , is usually 
disposed of a t the ccrrmon l andfill si t e.* 

Neches Butane 's solid wa ste reg ist ration appears to adequately 
cover t he se soli d waste ope rat ions . 

,. Thi s l andfil site wi ll be discu sed in the repo:·t for the leches 
Buta ne Products Co . 



PREL Mll!i-RY RE?OP.T o: THE J:IS?ECTI O:l OF :1EC!-ES BUTAi:E PRODUCTS CO. 

BACKG RO U:ID 

PROCESS PL ,:IT ,; ;;o. f1SSOCJ ATED li :C:JSTR ES 
(B.F. GOODR ICH CHE:l' CA L CO . A11D SYi1POL, Ii:C .) 

The NEIC conducted a survey of the Neches Butane Products Co. 

Process Pla nt (i:eches Butane) and t'.-10 associated industr ies in Port 

Neches, Texas on September 8-15, 1980. Whereas the engineering inspec

tion 1·1as al r.iost exclusively de oted to 1leches Butane, the ~:EIC air and 

water sar.ipl ing as 1·1ell as the cor..rnon landfill inspection involved all 

three Companies (i:eches Butane, B. F. Goodri ch Chemi cal Co., and ~, 

~.). The objectives of this study 1-1ere to: 

1. Determine fac ility comp li ance 1-1ith pollution con trol permits 

and/or r egula t i on s. 

2. Determi ne the adequacy of pol lution con tro l operati ons for 

was te1·1ater treatment , a i r ~·.i ssions, and solid waste disposal . 

3. Detemine potential of facility to discharge/emit priotity/toxic 

pollu tants in to the environr.ient and the need for a more intens i ve 

second- phase study . 

· Mr. A. Catanach of 1leches Butane , · r. L. Levi of B.F. Goodrich 

Chemical Co., Mr. D. Rivette . of Synpol, Inc. and other empl oyees were 

intervi ewed rega rding sources of polluticn and pollution control opera

tions. Pl ant sites were also ins pected. Major survey observatio~s 

follow. Additiona l observations and findings wil l be provided to Region 

VI when technical and sar.ipl e analyses are cor.ipl e ted. These will be 

con tained in a future NEIC perfor~ance audit r eport for these facilities. 



WAT ER 

Contamin a t ed wastewa te r from t his plant is treated at t he r~c hes 

Butane Produc t s Co. J oi nt :-!aste'.·1a"te r Trea ent Fac ility . Thi s facility 

proce s ses 1·1aste·. ate r fro:n i:eches Buta ne and seve ra l othe r ch emical 

plants . Aspects of this trea t r::ent facility are addressed i n a separate 

report. 

The problems associated with wastewater contro l operations at the 

Neches Butane Process plant are covered in an "PDES Compliance Inspection 

Report (EPA Form 3560 ). Hi ghlights of this r epor t follo1·1: 

AIR 

The 'uncon taminated' wastewater stream (ilPDES outfall 020) 

was observed to be contara i na t ed on t\·:o occasions during the 

inspecton; on Septem~er 8, a brownish s cum and on Septer:;ber 11, 

an oil sheen. 

There are several unpermitted disc harges to Drainag e Dist ric t 

#7 di tch. These include steam condensate from boiler #7 and 

sto rm r un -o ff fro ;n this and severa l othe r area s . 

The 1975 air emissions inventory is badly ou tdated due to extensive 

changes in plant operations . Current emissions a ppear to be in compliance 

with regulations. 

SOLID WASTE 

This plant uses both on and off- s ite solid was t e di s posal facilities . 

The current active on-site dis posal areJ is iden tified as t he co;;::::on 

landfill site. It is located on l:e ches 5utane pro;:ierty but is ;::Jnaged 

by B.F. Good rich Chemi cal Compa ny. Sy npo l , Inc . (fo rme rl y Texas - U.S. 

Chemica l Co.) and B.F. Goodri ch Ch e:1 i c;ii C:;: .. ;:i.:.; ~y a l so · se this r egiste :·ed 

.___... .......__,.~ ----- ~. - --
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Cl ass l site. Cecuuse the r:eches BuLane Ou _fit l l Cunal fl o·:1s th rou gh the 
Jar dfi 1 , t he ~c is a defini ~e potent i al fo!'" i t s conta r~ ina ti on fro::i the 
site . Howc ~cr , a Janua y l 9G0 Ttx~~ -~~~ r _ra r • of Wa rer Resou rces 

. (TD: IR ) ins ;icct i on indicate · that this facility does not pre!:ent a ;:iol 
lu t ion prob lcm. 

There is al'"! an inactive surface la ndfill on l!eches Butane pro
per ty. \·:astes at th i s site, 1· hich i nc l ude Cl ass! , II, and III ma te
ri als, have not been covered . A Ja nuary 1980 rc·.-:R in spec tion indicated 
that this si te has the potentia l to cunta minate ~ tor water r unoff. 

Off-si te hazardous was te disposa l is con tracted to several local 
companies . 

Ther e i s a minor discrepancy bet·..:een an actual shi pping t ic ket and 
the TD~R reco rd fo r that shi pment. Shi pp i ng tic ~e t 0593~0 indicates 
that on May 21, 1978 Browning Ferris Ind . dis posed of 15, 900 l (4,200 

gal) of s pent hydrochloric acid . However, TD~R files indicate that this 
shi pment was for 15,900 l (4, 200 gal) of AP! sepa rator bottoms . Neches 
Butane is not a regis tered generator of hydrochloric acid 1·1aste . 

Except for the problem noted above the ~che s Butane solid was te 
registration appears to adequate ly cover these so lid waste operat ions. 
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